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‘Independent body should  
measure green milestones’
An independent body should be established to 
measure the UK’s environmental milestones and 
track green targets.

Nearly 200 MPs demand energy 
price cap from Theresa May
Theresa May is being urged to implement an 
energy price cap by a crossparty group of MPs.

Volkswagen to take €2.5bn hit 
from emissions scandal 
Volkswagen expects to take a €2.5 billion (£2.2bn) 
hit as a result of the diesel emissions scandal.

US announces $36m for carbon 
capture tech
The US has announced $36 million (£26.8m) of 
funding for projects to advance carbon capture 
technologies.

Scotland ‘is on track for record 
year of renewables’
Scotland is on track for a record year of renewable 
generation.
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UK businesses invited to monetise existing 
flexible energy assets
Western Power Distribution is opening up 18 new 
zones where it aims to procure demand side response 
services

EU hits back with tariffs on US imports 
of steel and other products
The European Commission confirmed the 25% duties 
will come into effect on Friday

EU agrees 32.5% energy efficiency target 
for 2030
Environmental groups believe a 40% target is needed 
to cost-effectively meet the Paris climate goals

UK SMEs granted £8.8m to trial 
innovative smart meter tech
A total of nine competition winners across the 
hospitality, retail and education sectors will explore 
new approaches to cut energy costs

E.ON announces 4.8% energy price rise
It will add around £55 to the annual dual fuel bill and 
come into effect on 16th August
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UK businesses invited to monetise existing 
flexible energy assets
Businesses are being invited to generate extra income by 
being flexible with their existing energy assets.

Western Power Distribution (WPD) said it is opening up 
18 new zones where it aims to procure demand side 
response services to address operational requirements 
on its networks following a successful trial in parts of the 
Midlands.

The new zones include Rugeley, Northampton, 
Beaumont Leys, Exeter and South Hams and Plymouth.

Under the programme, half-hourly metered businesses 
will be required to reduce their power usage or increase 
their onsite generation for at least two hours in response 
to an automated signal.

WPD offers three services: Secure, which is designed 
to manage peak demand on the network and reduce 
network loading, Dynamic, which supports the network 
in the event of specific fault conditions, often during 
summer maintenance periods and Restore, which is 

designed to help with network restoration following rare 
fault conditions.
All services require businesses to respond within 15 
minutes of a request and are available from October 
2018 to October 2019.

Matt Watson, WPD Innovation and Low Carbon 
Networks Engineer said: “The changing face of 
generation and its impact on our network means we 
have to look for innovative ways of managing the 
system. Flexibility services are an important part of this 
management.

“We have learnt a lot from the trial we have been 
running in the Midlands, including providing much more 
tailored information for each service and being quick to 
establish via the expressions of interest which zones we 
should concentrate on pursuing.”

The expression of interest window is open until 11th July 
2018.
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EU hits back with tariffs on US 
imports of steel and other products
The European Commission has confirmed import duties 
of 25% will be applied to US steel, aluminium and other 
products from Friday.

The measures target a list of products, including 
agricultural goods, worth €2.8 billion (£2.5bn).

The retaliatory tariffs are in response to steel and 
aluminium import duties imposed by US President 
Donald Trump earlier this month, which are worth a 
total of €6.4 billion (£5.6bn).

EU Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmstrom said: 
“We did not want to be in this position. However, the 
unilateral and unjustified decision of the US to impose 
steel and aluminium tariffs on the EU means that we are 
left with no other choice.

“The rules of international trade, which we have 
developed over the years hand in hand with our 
American partners, cannot be violated without a 
reaction from our side… Needless to say, if the US 
removes its tariffs, our measures will also be removed.”

The UK Government added the nation’s steel and 
aluminium products are important for US businesses 
and defence and it “rejects any claim that they harm US 
national security”.

A spokesperson said: “The EU rebalancing plans are 
a measured and proportionate response which we 
support. We will maintain our dialogue with the 
Commission on the products listed. We will also 
continue to seek a constructive resolution with the US to 
avoid further escalation that would harm businesses and 
consumers in both the US and EU.”

The European Commission has 
confirmed import duties of 

25% will be applied to US steel, 
aluminium and other products 

from Friday.
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EU agrees 32.5% energy efficiency 
target for 2030

EU lawmakers have agreed on a 32.5% energy efficiency 
target for 2030.

The agreement between the European Commission, the 
European Parliament and the Council includes a review 
to increase it further by 2023.

It aims to strengthen rules on individual metering and 
billing of thermal energy by giving consumers, especially 
those in multi-apartment buildings with collective 
heating systems, clearer, more frequent and useful 
information on their energy use.

Member states will be required to have transparent, 
publicly available national rules on the allocation of the 
cost of heating, cooling and hot water consumption in 
multi-apartment buildings with collective systems for 
such services.

It follows the EU’s agreement to increase the share of 
renewables in its energy production to 32% by 2030.

Miguel Arias Canete, Commissioner for Climate Action 
and Energy said: “The new target of 32.5% will boost 

our industrial competitiveness, create jobs, reduce 
energy bills, help tackle energy poverty and improve 
air quality. Our path to real energy security and climate 
protection begins here at home and this deal shows 
Europe’s determination to build a modern economy that 
is less dependent on imported energy and with more 
domestically produced clean energy.”

Environmental groups, however, believe the energy 
efficiency target has failed the Paris Agreement.

Roland Joebstl, Policy Officer on Energy and Climate 
at the European Environmental Bureau, a network of 
environmental organisations from across Europe said: 
“The outcome of the negotiations is disappointing as 
anything less than a 40% improvement means delivering 
the Paris Agreement will be more difficult and more 
costly.

“Energy efficiency is the cheapest and most effective 
route to cut climate-harming emissions and protect 
citizens from devastating climate change. Put quite 
simply: we cannot achieve the Paris Agreement without 
tapping the full potential of energy savings.”

The agreement between the 
European Commission, the 

European Parliament and the 
Council includes a review to 
increase it further by 2023.
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A total of nine competition 
winners across the hospitality, 

retail and education sectors will 
trial innovative approaches of the 
technology in controlling energy 

costs.

UK SMEs granted £8.8m to trial 
innovative smart meter tech
The UK Government has awarded £8.8 million to small and 
medium size businesses (SMEs) to take control of their energy 
use through the use of smart meters.

A total of nine competition winners across the hospitality, 
retail and education sectors will trial innovative approaches of 
the technology in controlling energy costs.

Official figures suggest these sectors use the same amount of 
energy as 4.3 million homes in total but that could be reduced 
by more than one million through more efficient practices.

According to the government, there are more than 11 million 
smart meters in operation in homes and small businesses, 
however, there is a lack of products specifically aimed at SMEs 
to help them use that technology to take control of their 
energy use.

The competition winners, which include tech giants Samsung 
and Toshiba, have been granted funds to develop such 
products.

Some have designed smart information systems that give 
businesses real-time, tailored data on their energy use. For 
example, Considerate Hoteliers is developing an energy 
management app for the SME hospitality market, which will 

provide users with information they can act on immediately 
to minimise operational efficiencies and reduce energy 
consumption and associated costs.

RAE2, an energy management system, will get data from 
smart and advanced meters and undertake complex analytics 
in order to create a visual representation of energy use for the 
business or site.

It will be able to create energy strategies aligned to business 
needs, set energy budgets for individual machines or 
operational activities, monitor energy use in near real-time 
and schedule workloads accordingly as well as identify 
potentially faulty machines or operational issues.

Energy and Clean Growth Minister Claire Perry said: “Energy 
costs for businesses can be one of the hardest things to 
understand and control but these projects can change that, as 
well as help educate the next generation in our schools on the 
importance of controlling our energy consumption.

“Smart meters are an opportunity for us to rewrite the rules 
on how we engage with the energy market and these winners 
will ensure that the benefits can be felt by businesses and 
schools as well as homes.”
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E.ON announces 4.8% energy price rise
E.ON has become the last of the Big Six energy 
companies to announce a 4.8% increase in prices.

It will come into effect on 16th August and add around 
£55 to the average dual fuel bill a year – electricity-
only customers will see a £36 increase and gas-only 
customers’ bills will rise by £19.

Around 1.8 million customers on the standard variable 
tariff will be affected but those on fixed tariffs and 
covered by prepayment meters will remain unaffected.

E.ON UK Chief Executive Michael Lewis said: “We had 
hoped that by making the structural changes we made 
earlier this year, impacting bills by around £22 a year, we 
could avoid an increase in our unit price. Those changes 
applied to all tariffs, not just our standard tariff and 
reflected cost changes as we saw them at the time as 
well as bringing our tariff structure in line with most of 
the market.

“However, as was seen in relation to the increases in 
the regulated prepayment cap in April, a number of 
costs have risen quite sharply and in particular we’ve 
experienced a hike in the price we have to pay for 
the energy our customers need, partly driven by the 
Beast from the East and extreme weather conditions 
experienced earlier this year. through advanced 
purchases, we had been able to shield our customers 
from some but not all of this impact.”

Other Big Six suppliers – British Gas, EDF Energy, npower, 
ScottishPower and SSE – have all increased prices.

Around 1.8 million customers 
on the standard variable tariff 

will be affected but those 
on fixed tariffs and covered 
by prepayment meters will 

remain unaffected.
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