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‘Independent body should  
measure green milestones’
An independent body should be established to 
measure the UK’s environmental milestones and 
track green targets.

Nearly 200 MPs demand energy 
price cap from Theresa May
Theresa May is being urged to implement an 
energy price cap by a crossparty group of MPs.

Volkswagen to take €2.5bn hit 
from emissions scandal 
Volkswagen expects to take a €2.5 billion (£2.2bn) 
hit as a result of the diesel emissions scandal.

US announces $36m for carbon 
capture tech
The US has announced $36 million (£26.8m) of 
funding for projects to advance carbon capture 
technologies.

Scotland ‘is on track for record 
year of renewables’
Scotland is on track for a record year of renewable 
generation.
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UK businesses offered battery storage at 
no upfront cost
Thrive Renewables and Aura Power are instead seeking 
a share of revenues in exchange for the installation and 
operation of the batteries

EU agrees 32% renewable energy target 
for 2030
The agreement also includes plans to review the goal 
by 2023 on whether it should be increased further

UK Treasury refuses to attend post-Brexit 
environmental watchdog inquiry
The Environmental Audit Committee said Chancellor 
Philip Hammond has also refused to send another 
minister in his place

Innovative UK battery projects win 
share of £22m
The grant is part of the government’s Faraday Battery 
Challenge, which aims to accelerate the research 
needed to develop battery technologies

Energy suppliers must automatically 
compensate customers for switching issues
They are required to pay at least £30 in compensation 
for each switching issue
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UK businesses offered battery storage at no 
upfront cost
Two UK companies have joined forces to offer businesses 
the chance to use battery storage systems at no upfront 
cost.

Thrive Renewables and Aura Power said their joint 
venture will install and operate batteries for medium and 
large energy users – spending £500,000 a year or more 
on electricity – free of charge in return for a share of 
revenues.

The companies said businesses will see “immediate cost 
savings” by avoiding premium-cost peak energy charges 
and income from providing flexibility services to the grid 
after the battery installation.

They estimate some businesses with a 2MW battery 
could save more than £1 million over a 15-year contract.

A spokesperson told ELN the firms are expected to 
pass between 15% to 20% of the benefits to the client, 
keeping up to 85% of the revenues.

Matthew Clayton, Managing Director of Thrive 
Renewables said: “We are offering businesses a straight 
forward solution. We take the investment risk, manage 
the development and operate the battery to maximise 
mutual returns. We agree a contract with the customers, 
they can get on with their core business and save tens of 
thousands from year one.”
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EU agrees 32% renewable energy 
target for 2030
The EU has agreed to increase the share of renewables 
in its energy production to 32% by 2030.

It’s up from a previous target of 27%, however, short 
of levels sought by the European Parliament and some 
governments.

The agreement also includes plans to review the goal by 
2023 on whether it should be increased further.

The new target will support the region’s overall goal 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40% 
below 1990 levels by 2030.

 

Miguel Arias Canete, Commissioner for Climate Action 
and Energy said: “This deal is a hard-won victory in our 
efforts to unlock the true potential of Europe’s clean 
energy transition. This new ambition will help us meet 
our Paris Agreement goals and will translate into more 
jobs, lower energy bills for consumers and less energy 
imports.

“The binding nature of the target will also provide 
additional certainty to the investors.”

It’s up from a previous target 
of 27%, however, short of 

levels sought by the European 
Parliament and some 

governments.



Energy News 18 June 2018 www.eutilityuk.com
03

UK Treasury refuses to attend post-
Brexit environmental watchdog inquiry

The Treasury has refused to attend an evidence session 
focused on proposals to establish an environmental 
watchdog post-Brexit.

The Environmental Audit Committee (EAC) had written 
to Chancellor Philip Hammond last month, requesting 
him or another minister to give evidence during its 
inquiry into the proposal.

Mr Hammond has, however, declined to attend the 
evidence session and refused to send another minister 
in his place.

In its letter, the Treasury states it is a matter for ministers 
at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra) to respond to the inquiry.

The news follows Defra’s plans to launch a new 
environmental protection body after the UK leaves the 
EU.

The EAC invited the chancellor after reports suggested 
the Treasury is opposed to giving the environmental 
watchdog similar enforcement mechanisms as the 
European Commission.

Chair Mary Creagh MP said the Committee is “deeply 
disappointed” a Treasury minister is “unwilling to explain 
their position”.

She added: “Without effective enforcement powers, 
the proposed environmental watchdog will be unable 
to hold government to account. The Treasury has 
voiced opposition to these essential powers and some 
government ministers are sceptical about protecting the 
UK’s hard-won environmental standards.

“Failing to come before the Committee and put their 
views on record will only fuel concerns that any new 
watchdog will be toothless.”

The Treasury has refused to 
attend an evidence session 

focused on proposals to 
establish an environmental 

watchdog post-Brexit.
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The grant is part of the 
government’s Faraday Battery 

Challenge, which aims to 
accelerate the research needed 
to develop battery technologies.

Innovative UK battery projects win 
share of £22m
A total of 12 battery research and development (R&D) 
projects in the UK have won funding totalling £22 
million.

The grant is part of the government’s Faraday Battery 
Challenge, which aims to accelerate the research needed 
to develop battery technologies.

Southampton-based Ilika has won a share of the 
funding for its PowerDrive project, which is focusing on 
manufacturing its battery cell at scale in the UK and how 
to build ultra-fast charging technology of less than 25 
minutes for a vehicle.

A consortium led by Williams Advanced Engineering is 
seeking to research and deliver higher power, higher 
energy batteries using fewer cells that last longer and 
charge more quickly than today’s technology.

Other projects include a McLaren Automotive-led 
consortium aiming to accelerate the development of 
electrified powertrains, a battery recycling project that 
hopes to develop the first UK industrial scale capability 
to reclaim and reuse battery essential metals – led by 
Cheshire-based ICoNiChem involving Jaguar
 LandRover – and an Aston Martin Lagonda project 
developing better performance battery packs.

Professor Sir mark Walport, UK Research and Innovation 
Chief Executive said: “Through advanced battery 
technology, we will unlock a new generation of electric 
vehicles, further improving vehicle performance and 
uptake, opening doors to innovative new transport ideas 
and significantly reducing environmental impacts.

“Today’s investment shows we are catalysing 
collaboration between research teams and commercial 
partners across the UK to make this a reality.”
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Energy suppliers must automatically 
compensate customers for switching issues
Energy customers will be automatically compensated by 
suppliers for incorrect or delayed switching.

They will receive at least £30 in compensation for each 
switching issue, including “erroneous transfer”, being 
mistakenly switched to another supplier or switches 
taking more than 21 days to complete, under new 
proposals unveiled by Ofgem.

Automatic payouts could also be triggered by suppliers’ 
delay in sending final bills or refunding credit balances to 
customers who are leaving.

It follows Ofgem’s approval to overhaul industry systems 
by 2020 to allow people to switch by the next working 
day and reduce the number of switches that go wrong.

Its research reveals many people are put off from 
switching because they are worried something may go 
wrong, especially if they have experienced a problem 
before.

Rob Salter-Church, Interim Executive Director of 
Consumers and Markets said: “While the vast majority 
of switches go smoothly, too many problems are still 
occurring. These can cause inconvenience and in some 
cases, real worry and stress for those affected.

“Today’s proposals for automatic compensation will 
strengthen protection for consumers who switch and 
should serve as an incentive for suppliers to get switches 
right first time.”

Last year, 5.1 million electricity consumers and 4.1 
million gas consumers switched suppliers – the highest 
for almost a decade.

The regulator’s proposals for automatic compensation 
are expected to be in place by the end of the year.

Last year, 5.1 million 
electricity consumers and 
4.1 million gas consumers 
switched suppliers – the 

highest for almost a 
decade.
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