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‘Independent body should  
measure green milestones’
An independent body should be established to 
measure the UK’s environmental milestones and 
track green targets.

Nearly 200 MPs demand energy 
price cap from Theresa May
Theresa May is being urged to implement an 
energy price cap by a crossparty group of MPs.

Volkswagen to take €2.5bn hit 
from emissions scandal 
Volkswagen expects to take a €2.5 billion (£2.2bn) 
hit as a result of the diesel emissions scandal.

US announces $36m for carbon 
capture tech
The US has announced $36 million (£26.8m) of 
funding for projects to advance carbon capture 
technologies.

Scotland ‘is on track for record 
year of renewables’
Scotland is on track for a record year of renewable 
generation.
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UK hits milestone of 1,000 coal-free hours
In 2012, coal supplied around 40% of the country’s 
electricity – this year it has provided less than 6%

More than 45,000 businesses warned 
of EU energy efficiency fines
All large organisations must conduct energy audits by 
5th December 2019

UK charges ahead with £40m offer for EV 
infrastructure
Two competitions will support chargers in public spaces 
and wireless charging

Water companies ‘not doing enough to 
reduce serious pollution incidents’
The number of events that have a serious, extensive or 
persistent impact on the environment has increased

UK Government advised to call time on 
nuclear and boost renewables
The National Infrastructure Commission says there is a 
‘golden opportunity’ to make the country greener and 
save consumers money in the long term
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UK hits milestone of 1,000 coal-free hours
The UK has gone a thousand hours without needing coal 
generation so far this year.

That’s according to new figures released by MyGridGB, 
which show the country hit the milestone early this 
morning.

The data shows the amount of coal-free time in 2018 
has already eclipsed the figures from 2017 and 2016, 
in which there were only 624 and 210 coal-free hours 
respectively.

In 2012, coal supplied around 40% of the country’s 
electricity – this year it has provided less than 6%, 
illustrating the rapid decline of the polluting fuel source.

A spokesperson at the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy said: “The UK leads the 
world in tackling climate change and this shows the 
time of unabated coal fired electricity is being ended 
by a cleaner, greener future increasingly powered by 
renewable energy.”

The UK went without coal for three days in a row for the 
first time earlier this year.
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More than 45,000 businesses 
warned of EU energy efficiency fines
More than 45,000 businesses could be hit with fines of 
up to €1 million (£0.88m) if they fail to comply with EU 
energy efficiency reporting rules.

The warning from energy certification body and 
consultancy DNV GL comes in relation to the European 
Energy Efficiency Directive, under which all large 
organisations – with at least 250 employees or annual 
revenues of more than €50 million (£44m) – must 
conduct energy audits.

That includes calculating their total energy consumption 
and identifying saving opportunities across their 
estate every four years, with the next deadline on 5th 
December 2019.

Organisations with multiple operations across Europe 
must meet the legislative requirements in each EU 
member state they operate in – all 28 countries have 
their own specific audit requirements.

The previous compliance date in 2015 saw thousands 
of companies fail to submit sufficient documentation 
and evidence. The UK’s Environment Agency said more 
than 3,000 organisations hadn’t notified their intent 
to comply to the Energy Savings Opportunity Scheme 
(ESOS).

DNV GL is urging companies to start planning ahead 
to ensure the deadline is met and has launched a new 
online tool which enables them to collect the data 
necessary to self-assess their compliance.

Prajeev Rasiah, Executive Vice President for DNV GL’s 
energy business in North Europe, Middle East & Africa 
said: “Since each of the 28 EU member states has 
different compliance requirements, submitting the 
correct information can be a cumbersome task.

“To simplify the process, our tool gives businesses access 
to a single knowledge hub of comprehensive information 
and policy experts who have deep knowledge of the 
regulatory variations and timescale requirements for all 
28 member states.”

More than 45,000 businesses 
could be hit with fines of up to 

€1 million (£0.88m) if they fail to 
comply with EU energy efficiency 
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UK charges ahead with £40m offer for 
EV infrastructure

Businesses in the UK are being offered up to £40 million 
to develop and demonstrate new ways of charging 
electric vehicles (EVs).

The funding will be split across two competitions: one 
will support EV owners who don’t have suitable off-
street parking to charge in public spaces and the other 
will investigate wireless charging options for owners of 
vehicles such as taxis, service vehicles and delivery vans.

The first competition is seeking creative new designs 
and technologies that could offer significant, convenient 
and low-cost charging facilities, with projects ranging 
from providing on-street infrastructure to creating a 
community charging hub.

The second competition is inviting commercially-feasible 
ideas and business models that would enable vehicles 
to be charged without having to stop to plug in, “causing 
minimum disruption to their business”.

Projects could show how wireless charging could be 
used by taxis in places such as stations and airports or 
commercial vehicles at major depots, hubs or delivery 
bays.

Both competitions will be delivered in two phases: 
the first will fund a series of feasibility studies and the 
best ideas could receive further funding for large-scale 
demonstration projects.

They must be led by a business working with other firms, 
local authorities, research organisations or charities.

The deadline for applications both competitions is 29th 
August 2018.

Funding is being provided by the Office of Low Emission 
Vehicles and Innovate UK, which is part of UK Research 
and Innovation.

It follows the government’s ‘Road to Zero’ strategy, 
under which housebuilders in England would have to 
install charging points for EVs in new homes under latest 
plans unveiled by the UK Government.

National Grid’s ‘Future Energy Scenarios’ report suggests 
as many as 11 million EVs could hit UK roads by 2030, 
increasing to 36 million by 2040.

National Grid’s ‘Future Energy 
Scenarios’ report suggests as 

many as 11 million EVs could hit 
UK roads by 2030, increasing to 
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The number of events that have 
a serious, extensive or persistent 
impact on the environment has 

increased

Water companies ‘not doing enough to 
reduce serious pollution incidents’
The water industry is not doing enough to reduce serious pollution 
incidents and ensure compliance with discharge permits.

That’s according to the Environment Agency, which said while water 
quality is higher, the number of ‘category 1’ incidents – which have 
a serious, extensive or persistent impact on the environment – has 
risen to 11, 10 of which were associated with wastewater.

That’s an increase from nine in 2016 after the lowest ever levels of 
four per year in 2014 and 2015.

Earlier this year, it called for fines for the most serious pollution 
incidents to be proportionate to the turnover of water companies.

Water regulator Ofwat recently said firms must link executive pay to 
customer service.

United Utilities and Wessex Water were the top performing 
companies last year for the third year running – out of the nine big 
water and sewerage firms – and have been joined by Severn Trent 
Water, all receiving the top four-star rating.

The Environment Agency said South West Water and Northumbrian 
Water received the lowest rating and is therefore calling on them to 
urgently improve their performance.

South West Water is the “worst performer” on pollution incidents 
and Northumbrian Water on permit compliance.

The Agency added companies are required to have effective 
pollution reduction plans in place that are sufficiently ambitious and 

achieve timely results to meet its expectations.

Executive Director of Operations Toby Willison said: “The leading 
companies in this report show that reducing their environmental 
impact can be done so we look to companies to share good practice 
and improve quickly.

“But one serious pollution incident is one too many. We will always 
work closely with companies who want to do the right thing but we 
will take action against those who don’t.”

Industry body Water UK said the report “rightly highlights” the 
majority of companies have a “good” or “leading” performance.

Chief Executive Michael Roberts added by 2020, water companies 
will have invested around £25 billion in environmental work.

Northumbrian Water said while its Discharge Permit Compliance 
was “disappointing” this year, the issues related to only seven of its 
sites and it still achieved a 96% compliance.

Wastewater Director Richard Warneford added: “Six months into 
2018 with zero compliance failures, we are confident in turning 
previous issues around and we are pushing for 100% Discharge 
Permit Compliance. We have an ambitious approach to achieving 
our goals and will be aiming for four-star rating in 2018.”

South West Water said it remains on track do deliver its business 
plan by 2020 and has achieved its “best ever performance” in 
wastewater in several key areas.
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UK Government advised to call time on 
nuclear and boost renewables
The UK Government has been cautioned against a “rush” to 
guarantee support for multiple new nuclear power stations and 
suggested to boost investment in renewable energy.

The National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) proposes the UK 
should agree support for only one more nuclear plant before 2025 
– after Hinkley Point C in Somerset – as an energy system based on 
renewables offers a potentially cheaper alternative.

Its National Infrastructure Assessment found moving the electricity 
system to be powered mainly by renewable energy like wind and 
solar power could be the “safest bet” in the long term.

It says the “golden opportunity” to switch to greener options would 
also be cheaper than implementing carbon capture and storage 
(CCS) within the existing system – if the government take steps to 
ensure at least 50% of the UK’s electricity is generated from green 
sources by 2030 from around 30% currently.

The NIC adds a green energy system “need not lead to higher bills” 
– it adds consumers currently pay an average of £1,850 per year 
energy costs, including fuel and equipment for heating and hot 
water, electricity and transport fuel costs.

It believes the same services could be delivered at the same cost 
in 2050 by a low carbon energy system – but only “if the right 
decisions are taken now”.

NIC Chairman Sir John Armitt said: “If we act now, we have a golden 
opportunity to make our country greener and protect the money in 

the pockets of consumers long into the future – something few of us 
expected to be able to do.
“Ministers can seize this chance by investing in renewables and 
other low carbon technologies so they become the main players in 
our energy system – something that was considered a pipedream 
as little as a decade ago. But they need to act now to realise the full 
potential of what can be achieved.”

The Commission also suggests the UK must prepare for connected 
and autonomous vehicles, with 100% electric vehicle (EV) sales by 
2030 – and a recommendation to provide £43 billion of “stable” 
long term transport funding for regional cities.

It is also calling for the government to enable commercial investor 
to build charging points throughout the country, including requiring 
local authorities to free up 5% of their parking spaces for EV charge 
points by 2020 and 25% by 2025.

The report also recommends three quarters of plastic packaging in 
the UK should be recycled by 2030 as it believes there are “lower 
cost, lower carbon options” in the waste sector, especially for food 
waste and plastics.

It states there is public support for greater recycling but frustration 
with the complexity of the process.

The NIC also recommends heating to no longer be provided by 
natural gas, to ensuring resilience to extreme drought through 
additional supply and demand reduction and a national standard of 
flood resilience for all communities by 2050.

The UK Government has 
been cautioned against a 
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