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‘Independent body should  
measure green milestones’
An independent body should be established to 
measure the UK’s environmental milestones and 
track green targets.

Nearly 200 MPs demand energy 
price cap from Theresa May
Theresa May is being urged to implement an 
energy price cap by a crossparty group of MPs.

Volkswagen to take €2.5bn hit 
from emissions scandal 
Volkswagen expects to take a €2.5 billion (£2.2bn) 
hit as a result of the diesel emissions scandal.

US announces $36m for carbon 
capture tech
The US has announced $36 million (£26.8m) of 
funding for projects to advance carbon capture 
technologies.

Scotland ‘is on track for record 
year of renewables’
Scotland is on track for a record year of renewable 
generation.
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Ofgem extends ban on small energy 
supplier Iresa
The company is still prohibited from accepting new 
customers

AI tech to help water firm cut power 
costs by 10% a year
It will enable the continuous monitoring and 
management of electricity demand and generation 
across United Utilities’ sites

Third runway at Heathrow Airport 
cleared for take-off
MPs voted in favour of the controversial expansion 
plans

UK businesses granted £8m for smart 
energy and transport tech
A total of 13 firms will share the funding to scale up 
and commercialise new technologies

UK Government refuses to back £1.3bn 
Swansea Bay tidal lagoon project
It said using public funds for the project could not be 
justified
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Ofgem extends ban on small energy 
supplier Iresa
Ofgem has extended a ban on small energy supplier 
Iresa from taking on new customers after it failed to 
resolve its customer service problems.

The regulator had launched an investigation into the 
company in February this year, following which it banned 
the company from increasing existing customers’ direct 
debits and asking them for one-off payments.

Under the provisional order, Ofgem set targets for Iresa 
to improve its customer service over three months, 
which included extending call centre hours, bringing 
down average call waiting times to below five minutes 
and responding to customers’ request for a call back by 
the end of the next working day.

The regulator said the supplier has “significantly 
reduced” its call waiting times but has not made enough 
progress in reducing the backlog of customers’ emails.

It added while Iresa has started to show “signs of 
improvement” in handling complaints and managing 

vulnerable customers, it is not good enough and hasn’t 
been sustained for a reasonable period of time.

The ban will remain in place until Ofgem sees a 
“significant improvement” in Iresa’s customer service 
and its licence to operate could be revoked if it continues 
to fail to meet the requirements.

Dermot Nolan, Chief Executive of Ofgem said: “Iresa 
continues to let its customers down by failing to provide 
a level of service its customers deserve. Although it 
has made some improvements since we issued the 
provisional order in March, the supplier has been unable 
to meet all the requirements we set it three months ago 
to get its house in order.

“Ofgem will step in to protect consumers if any supplier 
fails to provide a satisfactory level of customer service 
and will take firm action against those flouting the rules, 
which could include a supplier’s licence being taken 
away.”
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AI tech to help water firm cut power 
costs by 10% a year
Water company United Utilities is using artificial 
intelligence (AI) technology that is expected to help 
reduce electricity costs by 10% a year.

Around 8MW of pumps, motors and biogas engines 
across eight of the water firm’s sites will be connected to 
the technology provided by Open Energi over the next 
12 months.

It will enable a flexible approach to energy management 
with continuous monitoring of power demand and 
generation across the sites to reduce costs and increase 
renewable self-generation.

The fully automated technology is expected to shift 
United Utilities’ demand so it consumes more when 
it is generating high levels of electricity and much less 
during expensive peak periods as well as responds to 
fluctuations on the grid.

Andy Pennick, Energy Manager at United Utilities said: 
“We are committed to providing safe, cost efficient 
and sustainable water and wastewater services to 
our customers… By bringing all our energy disciplines 
together, we can focus on future proofing our energy 
strategy and providing low carbon, secure energy at 
least cost.

“Dynamic Demand 2.0 underpins this strategy, providing 
powerful insight into asset performance and an 
adaptable platform that helps United Utilities to respond 
quickly and efficiently to changing regulation – which can 
result in additional costs without careful management – 
and take advantage of new market opportunities, whilst 
also supporting United Utilities’ sustainability strategy.”

Around 8MW of pumps, motors 
and biogas engines across eight 
of the water firm’s sites will be 
connected to the technology 
provided by Open Energi over 

the next 12 months.
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Third runway at Heathrow Airport 
cleared for take-off

UK MPs have backed controversial plans to build a third 
runway at Heathrow Airport.

Conservative MPs were ordered to vote in favour of the 
project but while Labour’s leadership was opposed to 
the expansion, its MPs were given free rein on the vote.

Around eight Tory MPs however rebelled against the 
whip, including former ministers Justine Greening and 
Greg Hands while 119 Labour MPs voted in support of 
the government.

The news followed Transport Secretary Chris Grayling’s 
pledge to deliver the project within existing climate 
change and air quality obligations.

It was won by 415 to 119 votes despite a group of 
protesters staging a lie-in demonstration in Parliament, 
putting the central lobby on lockdown last evening.

It was said to be in reference to Boris Johnson’s infamous 
pledge to lie down in front of bulldozers to stop the 
expansion of the airport. The foreign secretary, however, 
missed the vote because he was in Afghanistan for which 
he faced calls to resign.

Responses

Environmentalists criticised the move, with Friends of 
the Earth stating: “MPs who backed this new runway 
will be harshly judged by history. Climate change is 
already hitting the world’s most vulnerable people and 
expanding Heathrow will only make things worse.

“With no government plan to mitigate Heathrow’s 
carbon emissions or to address its already illegal levels 
of local air pollution, it’s astounding that the runway has 
been voted for by MPs. The only credible, responsible 
vote was to reject the third runway.”

Greenpeace added it will join a cross-party group 
of London councils and Mayor Sadiq Khan in a legal 
challenge against the government’s decision.

However, business group CBI welcomed the news 
as it believes a third runway at Heathrow is a “vote 
for growth, jobs and prosperity across the UK for 
generations to come”.

It was won by 415 to 119 votes 
despite a group of protesters 

staging a lie-in demonstration in 
Parliament, putting the central 

lobby on lockdown last evening.



Energy News 02 July 2018 www.eutilityuk.com

A total of 13 firms will share 
the funding to scale up and 

commercialise new technologies 
and is part of Innovate UK’s 

two-year pilot loans programme.

UK businesses granted £8m for smart 
energy and transport tech
Businesses developing innovative solutions for the UK’s urban 
infrastructure, energy and transport challenges have been 
granted £8 million.

A total of 13 firms will share the funding to scale up and 
commercialise new technologies and is part of Innovate UK’s 
two-year pilot loans programme.

Some of the technologies include G-Volution’s dual fuel 
engines that are said to be cheaper, cleaner and greener, Alert 
Technology’s portable asbestos detectors and Utonomy’s 
pressure management system expected to reduce gas leakage 
by up to 25%.

Funding will also be shared by Lightfoot, which has 
developed what it calls a ‘fitbit for cars’ that sits on a vehicle’s 
dashboard, monitors a user’s driving and gives feedback to 
encourage better, more efficient driving – expected to lead to 
reduced emissions and improved road safety.

Catagen’s catalyst emissions testing and simulation 
technology has also been granted part of the funding.

Dr Ian Campbell, Innovate UK’s Executive Chair said: “We’ve 
seen high levels of demand for this new, affordable, flexible 
and low interest finance option for innovation and we’re 
confident it will help potential UK businesses to scale up, 
create high-value jobs and ultimately accelerate economic 
growth and improve the quality of life across all regions.”
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UK Government refuses to back £1.3bn 
Swansea Bay tidal lagoon project
Plans to build a £1.3 billion tidal lagoon project in Wales 
have been rejected by the UK Government.

Business and Energy Secretary Greg Clark said Tidal 
Lagoon Power’s proposed programme of lagoons do not 
meet the requirements for value for money and “would 
not be appropriate to lead the company to believe the 
public funds could be justified”.

The developer previously said the project would power 
around 155,000 homes in Wales every year and is 
expected to create more than 2,000 jobs in construction 
and manufacturing.

The Welsh Government announced its backing for the 
scheme, with a £200 million pledge and urged the UK 
Government to follow suit.

However, the energy secretary added the same amount 
of electricity could be generated through a mix of 
offshore wind and nuclear at a lower cost.

He said: “At £1.3 billion, the capital cost per unit of 
electricity generated each year would be three times 

that of the Hinkley Point C nuclear power station. If a full 
programme of six lagoons were constructed, the Hendry 
Review found that the cost would be more than £50 
billion and be two and a half times the cost of Hinkley to 
generate a similar output of electricity. Enough offshore 
wind to provide the same generation as a programme of 
lagoons is estimated to cost at least £31.5 billion less to 
build.

“Taking all the costs together, I have been advised by 
analysts that by 2050, the proposal that has been made 
– which would generate around 30TWh per year of 
electricity – could cost up to £20 billion more to produce 
compared to generating that same electricity through 
a mix of offshore wind and nuclear, once financing, 
operating and system costs have been taken into 
account.”

Mr Clark added that could cost the average British 
household up to an additional £700 between 2031 and 
2050 – or the equivalent of £15,000 for every household 
in Wales.

The Welsh Government 
announced its backing for the 
scheme, with a £200 million 

pledge and urged the UK 
Government to follow suit.
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